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Disability Rates Higher for Women 


HE following report, in the New York 
World of October 9, sounds like a 
voice out of a past which we thought 
was dead: 
“Philadelphia, Oct. 8.—Because most 
women, even those earning their own liv- 
ing, are able to stop work when they wish 
to, they are required to pay higher rates 
than men for disability insurance, accord- 
ing to officials of the Fidelity Mutual Life 
Insurance Company. : 
.“The rates for this kind of coverage, 


which pays insurance to policy holders 
after disability lasting more than three _ 


months, are anywhere from 25 to 50 per 


cent. higher than for similar coverage for © 
The rates of - 
the Fidelity Mutual Company, which 


men, it was pointed out. 


originated the disability clause in life 
insurance, are 25 per cent. higher than 
for men. 

“While this increase is a recent move, 
the officials refused to state whether it 
was due to any recent change in the habits 
of women, saying that investigations ex- 
tending over some period of time had 
shown that this class of insurance for 
women was more expensive than for men. 

“When a woman marries, it was pointed 
out, the disability clauses are automat- 
ically ended by most insurance companies, 
since a married woman is presumed not 
to be dependent on her own work for sup- 
port. Even unmarried women earning 
their living, it was said, are usually living 
at home with their parents and may stop 
work when they wish, without the serious 
hardship entailed when men are forced 
to be idle. 


“There is, therefore, it was said, a 


greater temptation for women to become 
‘disabled’ long enough to collect insur- 
ance. The rates for straight life insur- 
ance for women, however, are no higher 
than those for men.” | 

Yet Mary Anderson, chief of the Wom- 
en’s Bureau of the United States Depart- 
ment of Labor, has repeatedly shown that 
women work for the same reason that 
men do—to make a living; and that even 
those working daughters who live at home 
contribute more to the household expenses 
than do the sons. | 
Her First Vote Helped Nominate Her 

_JELEN GWENDOLYN JONES cast 

her first ballot in Concord, New 

Hampshire, on October 11, and helped 
nominate herself for Mayor of the city. 
Miss Jones was graduated from the Uni- 


versity of New Hampshire only last June. 


“A business administration, with less dis- 
crimination, less favoritism, and less ex- 


travagance,” was her only campaign 
promise, 


feminist Notes 


For Equal Moral Standards in India 

S a part of its campaign for a single 

. standard of morals, women of India 
are now working for the complete aboli- 
tion of “Devadasi,” the custom of dedi- 
cating girls to temples. Stri Dharma, 
official organ of the Women’s Indian As- 
sociation, refers to this custom as “sancti- 
fied vice,” and declares that an end must 
be put to it promptly... Dr. Muthulakshmi 
Ammal, M. L. C., is leading the move- 


ment against Devadasi, and will introduce 


a bill to abolish it. Many parts of India 
have no Devadasi custom, and certain 
States have legally abolished it. The cus- 
tom of suttee, wife-suicide by burning on 
the pyre of the husband, was abolished by 
the British Government, and the move- 
ment for its abolishment was led by Ram 
Mohan Roy. Sir. Hari Singh Gour, among 


the legislators, is leading the movement 


to abolish child marriages. 


For Equal Education in India 

CIR SANKARAN NAIR in his address 
at the convocation of the Indian 

Women’s University, made the following 


plea for equality of education and for 


Feminism: 


“While I agree that your education 


should not only not unfit you but make 
you better fitted to perform all the work 
which has been regarded as peculiarly 
your own, I do not think that in the fu- 
ture you should be confined to those 
spheres of life. You are not to be an 
appendage to your husband or anybody 


else. Your education should not be in- 
tended to make you a helpmate of your 


husband any more than your husband’s 
education would be intended to make him 
your helpmate. I trust in course of time 
separate girls’ schools and colleges will 
disappear in India also, and women will 
insist upon being treated on the same 


footing with men. 


‘“Won’t you take your proper place in 
the fight for women’s freedom?” 


Women Members of Czech Parliament 
OURTEEN women are members of the 
Czecho-Slovakian Parliament, four in 
the Senate and one in the Chamber of 
Deputies. Of these, Le Mouvement Femin- 
iste (Geneva) says: “With the excep- 
tion of a single one who represents the 
Liberal Agrarian party, they belong to the 
different shades of the Socialist party, 
Czech-Socialist, German-Socialist, et 
cetera, and a young Communist deputy, of 
intelligent appearance, is seated on the 
extreme left of the chamber.” Despite 
the difference in their party affiliations, 
they have acted together, notably upon a 
proposed revision of the tax-law which 
was unfavorable to women taxpayers. 


Equal Rights 


First Medical Co-Ed 


R. LUBA GOLDSMITH of the Uni- 
versity of Pittsburgh, who was the 
first medical co-ed, and her son, N. R. 
Goldsmith, a recent graduate of Cornell 
University, were both enrolled as stu- 
dents at Pitt this summer. | 
The students of Pitt twenty-five years 
ago expressed their surprise that a woman 
should elect medicine as her life work. 
Even the authorities were shocked when 
she requested admission to the medical 
school, and called a special board meeting 
to decide if this ambitious young woman 
should be admitted. Despite the fact that 
the male section of the medical school re- 
sented a woman’s intrusion upon the pri- 
vacy of their medical studies, Dr. Luba > 


Goldsmith was extremely popular and was 


elected vice-president of her class. She 
was graduated with the class of 1902 and 
went on to Philadelphia to take post- 
graduate work. She soon married Dr. 
Milton Goldsmith and they went to Eu- 
rope to pursue their studies. 

Dr. Goldsmith has always been promi- 
nent in the affairs of Pittsburgh. She is 
known throughout the city for her social 
work. She served on the Board of Health, 
was chief inspector of the tenement-house 
districts, was assistant professor of physi- 
ology in the dental school, and was first 


- medical advisor for women students of 


Pitt. 


Breaks 75-Year-Old Tradition 
LSIE EAVES broke a tradition when 
She was admitted to full membership 
in the American Society of Civil Engi- 
neers. In the seventy-five years of its ex- 


-istence, the society had never had a woman 


member until Miss Eaves, who has done 
much engineering work, both outdoors 
and indoors, was admitted to full member- 
ship. Women had been junior members, 
with no voting power. Miss Eaves is a 
graduate of the University of Colorado, 
and her offices are now located in New 
York City. 


Another Woman Councillor in India 


RS A. A. Ure, O. B. E., has been 

elected to the Legislative Council of 
Rangoon Corporation. Mrs. Ure con- 
tested the seat made vacant by the death 
of the former woman councillor, Dr. 
Kingsley. Her powerful opponent was 
the official bookmaker of the Rangoon 
Club. 


First Woman Magistrate 


Mi ULIYIL JANAKT has recently been 
ippointed the first woman magistrate 
of Calicut, India. 
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Very Vexed 


from Geneva to Columbus, Ohio, the 
question of the married woman who 
has a job outside her home is being agi- 
tated, with now a victory for the woman 
who choses to earn her living outside her 
home, and now a victory for the forces of 
reaction which would leave her only one 
way to win her bread. | 
The International Conference of Chris. 
tian Labor Unions, with which the Catho- 
lic women’s unions of Switzerland are 


L ROM South Africa to Scandanavia, 


affiliated, has asked the International La- 


bor Office to make a survey, from the eco- 
nomic, hygienic, family, and social point 
of view, of married women’s employment 
and its effect on family life. 

Such a survey has recently been made 
by the women’s social welfare organiza- 
tions of Belgium, but we have no report 


on its findings. Le Travail Feminin, organ 


of the Union of Catholic Women Workers 
of Geneva, states that the organization 
hopes to make such a survey in Geneva, 
and is putting the question on the pro- 
gram of the unions of women workers. 

Down in Cape Town, South Africa, the 
Cape Divisional Council has been bothered 
with the question. 


The discussion arose out of a report 
by the Finance Committee, drawing atten- 
tion to a letter from the Juvenile Affairs 
Board containing a resolution passed by 
a majority of members of the board and 
expressing the hope that the Divisional 
Council would feel able to endorse the 
principle advocated. The following was 
the resolution: | 


“That in view of the large number of girls 
registered for employment on the books of 
the board, and the increasing difficulty in 
placing them in ‘suitable work, the Cape 
Juvenile Affairs Board notes with regret 
the extent to which the employment of 
married women obtains, and is of opinion 
that this has a strong tendency to restrict 
the openings for employment of school 
leavers. The board would therefore strong- 
ly urge upon all public bodies and private 
employers of labor the urgent necessity 
for the adoption of the principle of the 
ultimate elimination of married women 
from employment, except under very spe- 
cial circumstances.” 

The Finance Committee pointed out 
that at the present time no married wom- 
en were employed by the Council, and 
under the Divisional Council’s pension 
scheme the principle was already acknowl- 
edged by the clause which provided that 
& woman employee must resign her posi- 
tion upon marriage. 

The committee, however, submitted the 
letter from the Juvenile Affairs Board for 


consideration, and expressed their ap- 
proval of the principle contained in the 


resolution, and they considered that the 


Council should reach a decision on the 
matter for the committee’s future guid- 
ance in making appointments. 


Mr. Starke, one of the members, was 
sorry the committee had not brought up 
a recommendation; he was opposed to the 

ouncil committing itself to the general 
principle of debarring married women 
from employment. 


“T do not see why you should debar a 
married woman from working if she 
wishes to work,” said Mr. Starke. “Some 
married women are forced to work. It 
may be all right for the Council to apply 
this principle, but it would be rather seri- 
ous for us to put it forward for general 
application. What may be special cir- 
cumstances in one case may not be such 
in another case.” 


The deputy chairman, E. Hutt, consid- 
ered that the general principle of not em- 
ploying married women should be entirely 
supported by the Council. 

“We know of cases,” he said, “where un- 
fortunately married women have to sup- 
port not only their families, but also in- 
valid husbands, and those cases would be 
special cases which would receive consid- 
eration and, as far as I am concerned, 
very generous consideration. But as re- 
gards the principle of the thing, I do con- 
tend it is a wrong thing, where the hus- 
band is in a good position, that his lady, 
no matter how clever she may be, should 
take up an appointment and debar from 
employment someone else who really needs 
the work.” 


J. Mulvihall expressed the opinion that 
each case should be treated on its merits. 

“It is a very vexed question,” remarked 
R. A. Kemp. 
women who are compelled to go out to 
work to augment their resources and keep 
their families going. On the other hand, 
many ‘flappers’ work just to earn pin 
money. There is no real necessity for them 
to work; they simply do it in order to 
have a good time in offices. By laying 
down a general principle we are favoring 
that class of girl and putting a burden on 
women who have to assist in the home.” 


VEN in Bombay the question has 

arisen. The following dispatch from 
Bombay to the London Daily Express 
shows the situation there: 


“An emphatic declaration of the right 
of a married woman, with no young chil- 
dren, to work, was made by the chief 
presidency magistrate in the course of his 
judgment in the case in which William 
Waller Morton Baker was ordered to pay 


“There are many married 


maintenance to May Lilian Gladys Baker, 
his wife. 

“The old theory of women being en- 
tirely dependent on men has long been 
exploded,’ observed the magistrate. 

_ “Mrs. Baker complained that her hus- 
band would not entertain her offer to go 
back to him after nearly six months of 
separation, which was forced on her as 


_ he was addicted to drink. 


“The husband said he was willing to 
take his wife back provided she left her 
present appointment at the post office, 
so that she could attend to his wants. 

“The magistrate, in his judgment, 
thought ‘it is to the interest of both that 
she should not leave her service.’ | 


““The husband,’ he said, ‘admits he is 
in debt, and his wife’s income will, there- 
fore, augment his, and I think that is to 
his advantage. I could have understood 
his objection if they had any children, and 
in that case he would be justified in ask- 
ing her to stay at home. 


“It is in these days, however, usual 
and qommon for women of the social 
status of the parties in this case to work. 


“‘This may render them less servile to 
men, but the old theory of women being 


entirely dependent on men has long been 
exploded. 


“ “They are now companions, helpmates, 
and partners of their husbands. They are 
bound to look after the house, but they 
need not remain penned up in their houses 
the whole day. 

“<The wife, in my opinion, is justified 
in her apprehension that in case she gives 
up her service she will be at the entire 
mercy of the respondent.’ ” 


Thus over in Bombay officials are more 
reasonable and intelligent on the question 
than the school board of Columbus, Ohio, 
which makes no exceptions to its rule of 
not employing married women as regular 
full-time teachers. And, of course, Co- 
lumbus is not unique in the United States 
in this respect, unfortunately. 


HESE “surveys,” such as the Catholic 

women workers recommend, should be 
carefully watched. If married women are 
human, beings, only one idea should domi- 
nate such surveys: How can the home 
and the economic organization of our 
civilization be better adapted to the needs 
of married women who, by choice or nec- 
essity, work outside their homes? 

For a married woman, like any other 
person, should have the inalienable right 
to determine for herself how she shall 
earn her living, how she should contribute 
to the support of her family. 
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OBJECT OF THE WOMAN’S PARTY 


The object of this organization shall be | 

to secure fer women complete equality 

with men under the law and in all somone 
relationships. 


THE LUCRETIA MOTT AMENDMENT 


“Men and women shall have Equal Rights 
throughout the United States and every 
place subject to its jurisdiction.” 


“Congress shall have power to enforce 
this article by appropriate legislation.” 


[Senate Joint Resolution Number 11.1 
House Joint Resolution Number 81. 


Introduced in the Senate, December 8, 1925, 
by Senator CHARLES EB. CurrTis. 
Intrvuduced in the House of Representatives, 
December 16, 1925, 
by REPRESENTATIVE D. R. ANTHONY. 


Equal Rights 


Another Month of “Home Work” 


month of opportunity to bring to their Senators and Representatives 


M EMBERS of the National Woman’s Party have before them another 
their demand for Equal Rights before these lawmakers return to 


‘resume their legislative work. 


Maud Younger, Congressional chairman, is returning from California to 
be here to greet the members of Congress when the Seventieth Congress con- 
venes, and to demonstrate to.them the urgency of adopting during this session — 
of Congress me which would send the Equal Rights Amendment to 
the States for cation. 


In the meanwhile, those who cannot, be in Washington for lobby work 
have the opportunity—and the duty—of slowing their elected representatives 
in the Senate and the National House of Representatives that their own con- 
stituents demand this too long delayed justice. 

As our National Chairman, Jane Norman Smith, pointed out forcibly in 
the statement she issued following the October meeting of the National Coun- 
cil, the gains women have made in each State, ard those they hope to make 
this winter, are by no means safe until the Constitiation of the United States 


- contains the guarantee, “Men and women shall have Equal Rights throughout 


the United States and every place subject to its jurisdiction.” 

It is easy for one legislature to repeal an Equal Rights bill a previous 
legislature has passed—as has been demonstrated here and there. There is no 
security until the fundamental law of our land containg this guarantee of 
our rights. 

; No Senator or Representative should be allowed to return to Washington 
without having been interviewed by those who believe in Equal Rights, without 
having had pointed out to him clearly the discriminations against women now 
remaining on our Federal and State statute books, without having been shown 
the immediate need for the adoption of the Equal Rights Amendment. 

There is now only another month in. which to do this. If you did it at the 


beginning of the Congressional recess, refresh your Congressman and-Senators’’ 


minds just before they return. : } 


Equal Rights and Military eet 


OSIKA SCHWIMMER, pacifist and Feminist, has been denied citizen- 
ship in the United States because she stated that she would not kill 
in defense of her country, herself, or her compatriots. She would will- 


ingly give her life to save that of another, she declared, but she would under 


no circumstances kill. 
Does this mean that women in the future are to be required to fight for 
a country? Does it mean that, like France, the United States proposes to 
t women into military service before it grants them full ic, civi 
| ) m full econ 
and political rights? 
Various bills introduced into the last session of Congress dealinig with 
military matters seemed to indicate that legislators, like the Federal! judge 
who denied Mme. Schwimmer citizenship, foresee the use of women \in the 
battle line as well as in the behind-the-lines defense activities, | 


Whatever else one may believe about the duty to kill for one’s count'ry one 
cannot but realize that it is an injustice to ask women to take up arine for 
their country unless they have full rights. If the ultimate duty or re.sponsi- 
bility is to be demanded of them, the ultimate rights should be granted ‘them, 


Equality in Jury Service | 


E ARE glad to see that the Women’s Bar Association of the District 
of Columbia has adopted a resolution favoring equality between the 
sexes in the jury service laws of the National Capital. The orginal 
bill, sponsored by the National Woman’s Party and the Bar Association pro- 
vided that jury service should be compulsory for women as it is for eats but 
Congress amended it to make it optional for women. We hope that Camere 
will equalize the law. We are also gratified that no women asked: to be 
excused from service on the Fall-Sinclair jury. | | 


= 
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for New York Assembly 


LEANOR DODDRIGE BRANNAN, 
oe daughter of Dr. and Mrs. John 
Winters Brannan and granddaugh- 

ter of Charles A. Dana, is running for the 
Assembly on the Socialist ticket from the 
Fifteenth Assembly District of New York. 


The district, commonly called the silk- 


stocking district in the days when only 
the rich wore silk stockings, is the same 
which has elected Ruth Pratt as Alder- 
man. 

Miss Brannan’s interest in politics is 
real and keen and she considers issues 
and principles of greater importance than 
political allegiance. 

One of her chief tenets is the settle- 
ment of all international disputes by 
peaceful means. “Only a few hundred 
years ago individuals killed one another 
to settle quarrels,” says Miss Brannan. 
“We have gradually done away with that 
futile way of settling disputes. I be- 
lieve that our national morality should 
be on as high a plane as our personal 
morality. Courts and arbitration could 
and should be instituted to handle dis- 
putes, and this method would be far more 
permanent and effective than physical 
force. Unless we do learn to abolish war 
in this generation the human race will 
perish. I should oppose the granting of 


money for. armories.and.State militia.:..... 


“TJ gtand for the prompt removal of all 
legal discriminations against women. 
New York in the last few years has made 
some headway in removing such inequali- 
ties in the law, but there still remain 


many discriminations utterly out of line — 


with modern thought and life. In New 
York women are not yet allowed to serve 
on juries, the husband receives money 
damages when the wife is injured, the 
widow’s share in her husband’s property 
is often less than the widower’s share in 


By Anita Pollitzer 


(Editor’s Note: This article by Miss Pollitzer, a 
vice-chairman of the National Woman’s Party, ap- 
— in the New York Sun of October 15. iss 

rannan is a thorough- going Feminist, and is the 
daughter of Mrs. John inters Brannan, a member 
3 oad National Council of the National Woman’s 

arty 


his wife’s property. These and all other 
Similar inequalities I wish to change. I 
am also greatly interested in the bill com- 
ing up this winter which would make men 
and women equally subject to arrest in 
the offense of commercialized vice. — 


“I believe in adequate protection for 


children, and legislation for adult work- 
ers based on the nature of the work rather 
than on the sex of the worker. If this 


principle is followed the benefits of such | 


legislation will accrue to men and women 
workers in the industry, and women will 
not suffer any harmful consequences 
through restrictive laws which are im- 
posed on them alone. 


“T want to see qualified women elected 
and appointed to national, State, and 


executive positions of public trust, and I 


am anxious to see the time arrive when 
we have no party labels. The various 
items on the Democratic and Republican 
programs deal with national and inter- 
national matters. It seems to me that 


_local,_and_ State_.candidates should be 
grouped according to programs applicable 


to the branch of Government for which 


_ they are running, and not labeled by 


terms borrowed from a national platform 
to which they have practically no relation. 

“Rochester has, within the last few 
months appointed its first city manager. 


I would like to see the extension of this — 


form of government in other cities and 

in modification applied to the State. 
‘When I was in Vienna in August I 

visited the model apartment houses put 


The Declaration of Equality 


her refusal to take her husband’s 

name upon marriage, on the grounds 
that the loss of the woman’s name and the 
assumption of the husband’s name was a 
part and symbol of the subjdction of 
women in marriage. 

Not so widely known, however, is the 
protest she and her husband, Henry B. 
Blackwell; made against the disabilities 
of married women as a part of their mar- 
riage ceremony. Truly that protest is 
a “declaration of equality in marriage,” 
an equality which some women achieve to- 
day, but which is denied by the laws of 
most States. 

This protest read: 

“While acknowledging our mutual af- 
fection by publicly assuming the relation- 
ship of husband and wife, yet in justice 


| UCY STONE is remembered well for 


to ourselves and a great principle, we 
deem it a duty to declare that this act 
on our part implies no sanction of, nor 
promise of voluntary obedience to, such 
of the present laws of marriage as refuse 
to recognize the wife as an independent, 
rational being, while they confer upon the 
husband an injurious and unnatural su- 


periority, investing him with legal powers 


which no honorable man would exercise, 
and which no man should possess. 
protest especially against the laws which 
give to the husband: 

“1. The custody of the wife’s person. 

“2, The exclusive control and guardi- 
anship of their children. 

“3. The sole ownership of her per- 
sonal and use of her real estate, unless 
previously settled upon her, or placed 
in the hands of trustees, as in the case 


We 


up by the municipality to meet the hous- 
ing shortage due to after-war conditions. 
For the good of the many the city took 
over the direction of these houses. They 
have beautifully cared for day: nurseries; 
community laundries perfectly equipped. 
The municipality of Vienna gives prefer- 
ence to families with children, particu- 
larly with children whose health has been 
affected through after-war bad conditions 
of living. New York by means of a hous- 


‘ing tax could own such municipal houses, 


ask a very small rent in comparison to 
what is now charged for the apartments, 


which would pay for the — of the 
houses.” | 


ISS BRANNAN has just returned 
from three months’ travel in Europe. 
During the World War Miss Brannan 
was a Young Men’s Christian Association 
canteen worker, ran her own hut in 


the Luneville sector, and was slightly 


wounded near Verdun. She worked with 
the Rainbow Division and with New 
York’s Draft Division, the Seventy- 
seventh. She has studied at Oxford and 
Grenoble universities. Her first public 
work was for woman suffrage. She is 
descended from Richard Dana, who came 
from England to Cambridge, Massachu- 
setts, in 1640. 

Cross-country hiking and rowing are 
this wholesome young candidate’s favorite 
pastimes, although she says she prefers - 
reading to any so-called sport in the 
world. Miss Brannan is speaking at a 
candidates’ meeting of the League of 
Women Voters for the Fifteenth Assem- 
bly District on November 2. She is a 
member of this organization, of the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party, and is State see- 
retary of the Women’s International 
League for Peace and Freedom. 


in Marriage 


of minors, lunatics, and idiots. 
“4, The absolute right to the product 
of her industry. 
» “: Also against laws which give to 
the widower so much larger and more 
permanent an interest in the property of 
his deceased wife than they give to the 
widow in that of the deceased husband. 
“6. Finally, against the whole 
tem by which ‘the legal existence of the 
wife is suspended during marriage,’ se 
that, in most States, she neither has @ 


sued in her own name, nor inherit prep 
erty. 

“We believe that personal independence 
and equal human rights can never be for- 
feited, except for crime; that marriage 
should be an equal and permanent part 


legal part in the choice of her residence, : 
nor can she make a will, or sue or be | 
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nership, and so recognized by law; that 
until it is so recognized, married part- 
ners should provide against the radical 
injustice of present laws, by every means 
in their power. 

“We believe that where domestic dif- 
ficulties arise, no appeal should be made 
to legal tribunals under existing laws, 
but that all difficulties should be sub- 
mitted to the equitable adjustment of 
arbitrators mutually chosen. 


“Thus revereneing law, we enter our — 


protest against rules and customs which 
are unworthy of the name, since they vio- 
late justice, the essence of law.” 

When those two signed this remarkable 
document that May Day of 1855, the min- 
ister who performed the marriage cere- 
mony, the Reverend Thomas Wentworth 
Higginson, had it published in the Wor- 
cester Spy with the following comment: 

“It was my privilege to celebrate May 
Day by officiating at a wedding in a 
farmhouse among the hills of West Brook- 
field. The bridegroom was a man of tried 
worth, a leader in the Western Anti- 
Slavery Movement; and the bride was one 
whose fair name is known throughout the 
nation; one whose rare intellectual quali- 
ties are excelled by the private beauty of 
her heart and life. 

“T never perform the marriage cere- 
mony without a renewed sense of the 
iniquity of our present system of laws 
in respect to marriage; a system by which 
‘man and wife are one, and that one is 
the husband.’ It was with my hearty con- 
currence, therefore, that the following 


protest was read and signed, as a part of 


the nuptial ceremony; and I send it to 
you, that others may be induced to do 
likewise.” 

Three years refused 


to pay her taxes because women were al- 
lowed no representation in the Govern- 
ment which levied those taxes. And when 
Massachusetts finally granted the suffrage 
to women, despite her life-long fight to 
win the vote, she refused to vote unless 
she could vote under the only name that 
was hers—Lucy Stone. 

Thus throughout her life she consist- 
ently protested against all inequalites be- 
tween men and women, and her protests 
have resulted in notable gains for women, 
but many of the laws against which she 
and Mr. Blackwell protested still remain 
on the statute books of most States. The 
National Woman’s Party is working 
seventy wo years later for the final aboli- 


tion of the last of these discriminations. 


The following points concerning mar- 
riage, taken from the Declaration of Prin- 
ciples of the National Woman’s Party, 
show how little has been achieved in abol- 
ishing the discriminations against which 
Lucy Stone protested: 

“That the identity of the wife shall no 
longer be merged in that of her husband, 
but the wife shall retain her separate 
identity after marriage and be able to 
contract with her husband concerning the 
mairiage relationship. 

“That a woman shall no longer be re- 
quired by law or custom to assume the 


name of her husband upon marriage, but — 


shall have the same right as a man to re- 
tain her own name after marriage. —_ 
“That the headship of the family shall 


no longer be in the husband alone, but be © 


equally in the husband and the wife. 
“That the husband shall no longer own 


his wife’s services, but these shall belong 


to her alone as in the case of any free 
person. 


“That the husband shall no longer own 


Equal Rights 


his wife’s earnings, but these shall be- 
long to her alone. 

“That the husband shall no longer own 
or control his wife’s property, but it shall 
belong to her and be controlled by her 
alone. 

“That the husband shall no longer con- 
trol the joint property of his wife and him. 
self, but the husband and wife shall have 
equal control of their joint property. 

“That the husband shall no longer ob- 
tain divorce more easily than the wife, 
but the wife shall have the right to ob- 
tain divorce on the same grounds as the 
husband. 

“That the husband shall no longer have 
a greater right to make contracts than 
the wife, but a wife shall have equal 
right with her husband to make contracts. 

“That married women shall no longer 
be denied the right to choose their own 


citizenship, but shall have the same inde- 


pendent choice of citizenship as is pos- 
sessed by their husbands. 

“That women shall no longer be dis- 
criminated against in the economic world 
because of marriage, but shall have the 
same treatment in the economic world 
after marriage as men have. 

“That the father shall no longer have 
the paramount right to the care and cus- 
tody of the child, to the guardianship of 
its estate, and to the control of its edu- 


cation, religion, services, and earnings, 


but these rights shall be shared equally 
by the father and mother in the case of 
all children, whether born within or with- 
out the marriage ceremony.” 

Here and there these discriminations 
against married women have been, re- 
moved, but nowhere in the United States 
can complete equality in marriage be 
found in the laws and customs prevailing. 


Women Are the Stronger Sex! 


| R. J. LAUMONIER, writing in 
Le Petit Provencal of Marseilles, 


France, has set about to destroy 
the idea that men are the stronger sex. 
He says: 

“There is one argument that I have 
never seen invoked in favor of Feminism. 
It is, nevertheless, of importance; and 
here it is. The male animal resists less 
well than the female the causes of de- 
struction and death. This rule applies, 
of course, to men and women. It is known, 
in fact, that at equal ages, widows are 
more numerous than widowers, and that 
the average length of life of a woman is 
a little greater than that of a man. I will 
not pause to consider the interpretation 


of this fact given by misogynists—namely 


that the harsh humor of our companions 
contributes to the shortening of our days. 
This is worth nothing, because the same 
phenomenon—the slighter longevity of the 
male—is observed also in animals. We 
must also take into account the fact that 


this feebler resisting power of the male 


to death appears from the beginning— 


that is to say from the very moment when 
his sex is determined, and consequently 
before birth. 


“In the first place, prenatal mortality ; 


is quite high—14.8 per cent. with goats, 
33 with mice; the embryos degenerate and 
lose their vitality. In this mortality, what 
is the proportion of males? It can not 
always be determined, but it seems con- 
siderable, if we may rely on the follow- 
ing data. Although in favorable con- 
ditions a given number of births may 
furnish a total of 100 males and 100 fe- 
males, the number of males falls to 80, 
or even 60, when the conditions become 
unfavorable. Thus the males are more 
sensitive to such conditions than the fe- 
males, and we may accordingly conclude 


‘ that the males bear the chief brunt of 


prenatal mortality. 


“For the human species, the study of 


sensibly larger. 


still-births leads to similar results. There 
are more still-born children of the male 
sex than of the female. We may conclude 
properly that there must be more male 
than female children born. But although 


male natality is greater than female, male 


mortality is also greater. In 1913, in 
England, 104 boys to 100 girls were born. 
But during the first’ month, 129 boys died 
for every 100 girls; during the two fol- 
lowing months, 132, and at the end of the 
year, 125. Thus the female sex predomi- 
nates at all ages. Of ten centenarians, 
seven are women. This all goes to prove 
the greater fragility of the male. What 
is the ve The physiological activity 
of the male is ordinarily much intense? 
than that of the female; his nutritive ex- 
changes, his expenditures of energy, are 
He thus uses himself 
up more quickly. Besides, in many spe 
cies, except in the superior vertebrates, 
he is less robust than the female, and 
often becomes her victim. Occasionally 
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ghe even devours him. This is why nature 
multiplies him innumerably, seeing that 
very few are to survive. We know of 
small creatures whose males are so rare 
that they are never met with except by 
accident. 


“But then which is the ‘superior sex,’ 
even in the human species? Are not most 
men, as some English spinsters are main- 
taining, nothing but parasites, delicate 
and born in too great numbers — blown 
away by the slightest zephyr? How much 
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we have been deceived in our pretensions! 
So far as science has anything to tell us, 
we can not do otherwise than admit that 
our charming spouses are not altogether 


wrong in wishing so — to wear the 
hreechen! 


A Bank Managed and Financed by Women 


that women were given only the un- 

important positions in banks, she 
set out to establish a financial organiza- 
tion in which women would hold all the 
positions. 

“J conceived the idea,” she a “after 
I realized that women were holding only 
minor positions in city banks. We saw 
them behind typewriters and as_ book- 
keepers, but never as officers. That was 
a few years ago. I know the situation has 
improved since then, but women are still 
pioneers who go into finance in search of 
a career. Our organization is still the 
only one of its kind.” 

The Women’s Savings and Loan Com- 
pany of Cleveland, Ohio, resulted from 
Miss Westropp’s idea. It was organized, 
financed, and managed from the begin- 
ning by women, and now, after five years 
of increasing business, is truly a success. 
Miss Westropp was a lawyer when she 
decided to go into the banking business. 
She was recently elected to the executive 
board of the Cleveland Bar Association, 
the first woman ever to hold an office in 
the fifty-four years of the association’s 
existence. 

‘She told the story of the bank to a 
writer for the Christian Science Monitor, 
as follows: 


Bast wo Lillian M. Westropp found 


“To begin with, I had to interest fifteen | 


women to finance an organization which 
everyone recognized would be a venture. 
But women are excellent pioneers, and 
business women, on the whole, are always 
searching for some interest outside their 
work which can arouse their enthusiasm 
and promise valuable results. 


“In a few months’ time I had my group. 


It was composed of representative women ; 
women of varied interests who were able 
to see the possibilities and opportunities 
for women in } the banking field. We 


organized in 1920 as the Women’s Savings 


and Loan Company, and in due time were 


incorporated and granted a charter under 
the building and loan laws of Ohio. That 
was a safe move on our part. We are not 
under the banking laws but, the building 
and loan laws, and therefore we must 
limit our loans to real estate and concen- 
trate our interests there. We make con- 
struction loans to help home-builders. 
We deal entirely in real estate and first 
mortgages. We do not feel that we could 
as safely become hotel, or theatre, or fac- 
tory owners, as some banks must. Prob- 
ably we are more cautious because we 
have had to sell ourselves twice, once as 
an organization and again as women. 


“After we had our charter, we opened © 


a small office in the Ulmer Building where 


I had a law office at the time. It was un-- 


pretentious, but we had to be economical. 
For two years the officers and directors 
worked without fees, but their interest 
was so genuine that we averaged twelve 
directors present at our meetings and 
often had all fifteen there. We saved 
$10,000 those two years and with that as 
a nest egg felt we could afford larger 
quarters. We moved to the Women’s City 


Club Building, but soon outgrew our room 


and took the larger ones in the same build- 
ing which we occupy today. 

“Every year we have a savings fund 
drive. Our savings plan has been accepted 
by many of the large stores and manufac- 
turing plants in Cleveland, and the num- 
ber of depositors has grown tremendously. 
Sometimes we work in co-operation with 
the heads of the organization’s welfare de- 
partment, but often win our depositors 
through the aid of an individual worker 
who is willing to interest her companions 
in a savings fund. We have gained many 
supporters through our reputation for 
promptness. 


“At the close of the savings drive we 
have a dinner at which our directors and 
stockholders bring in their reports of the 
drive. At these meetings we get better 
acquainted with one another, and with 
the ideals of our organization. Our direc- 
tors are all successful business women. 


“In the past five years we have but laid | 


the foundation on which to build a large 
and prosperous financial institution. Our 
aim has been to invest money wisely and 
safely ; to pay a substantial return on the 
money invested with us; to operate eco- 
nomically, and to inspire faith and con- 
fidence in our institution. That we have 
accomplished this is shown by our fifth 
annual financial statement. We have 
rounded the fork in the road on. the turn 
to success, we feel we have made the right 
turn and are wending our way to a 


prosperous future. We want the Women’s 


Savings and Loan Company to stand as 


a landmark among the other accomplish- 
ments of women.” 


“We have only one foreclosure on our 


books,” said Clara Westropp, who is sec- 
retary of the company, “and we have never 
had to take over any property. We feel 
such a personal interest in our investors 
that we like to know the people who build 
houses with our loans. 

“It seems to me that this 100 per cent. 
women’s organization was a necessary 
thing in order to prove to men that women 
are capable of making a success in finance. 
It may never be necessary again. Women 
are being recognized in the financial world 
and are being given more opportunities 
to prove their ability to fill important po- 
sitions without having to fight the sus- 
picions and doubts of men competitors. 
Finance is a tremendous field for women, 
and the Women’s Savings and Loan Com- 


pany has opened the way to countless op- 
portunities.” 


A Mother’s Loss of a Child’ S 


HE Supreme Court of Iowa has de- 
cided that a mother cannot recover 
damages for the wrongful alienation 
of the affections of her child in the absence 
of proof showing the loss of services, cus- 
tody, or control of the child or of his as- 
sistance, association or companionship, 
says the New York Times. In the course 
of its opinion in the case of Pyle against 
Waechter, the court said: 
“Tf a mother who suffers an injury in 
the loss of the companionship of her minor 


child may not recover for the mental 
anguish occasioned thereby, whiere the 
father is entitled to the services of the 
child, how can it be said that she may re- 
cover for the mere alienation of the affec- 
tion of the minor when she does not al- 
lege the loss of either his services or com- 
panionship? For, if the right of a parent to 
recover damages from one who entices his 
minor child away is, in the final analysis, 


based on the parent’s right to the services, | 


custody, and companionship of the child, 


it would seem plain that where the parent 
alleges no loss of either services, custody, 
or association no cause of action is stated. 

“And, further, if the right of action is 
not fundamentally grounded upon the 
right of the parent to the services, cus- 
tody, and control of the minor, and an ac- 
tion will lie for the mere alienation of the 
affections of the child, without the loss of 
either services, companionship, or control, 
we see no sound reason why either the 
minority of the child or even the presence 
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of the parental relation is essential hed a 
right of recovery. 

“The mental anguish suffered “f a 
parent over the loss of the affections of 
an adult son or daughter is not different 


in kind, nor necessarily so in degree, from 
that suffered in the case of a minor child. 
If the alienation of affections alone sup- 
ports the action, brothers and sisters 


may recover. Surely no justification 


Equal Rights 


could be suggested, in the absence of pre. 
cedent or controlling legal principle, for 
so extending the right to recover as fop 
a tort and the opening of oem a Pandora’s 
box of 


A Woman for Senator 


ord has come out for a woman for 
the United States Senate from New 
Jersey. The paper says, editorially: 
“The temporary lull in the political sit- 
uation in Jersey is only a lull and do not 
be deceived thereby. Underneath there 
is really no lull at all but great activity. 
‘If you will do this, I will do that,’ is the 
slogan and when it is all amicably settled 
we, the dear public, will be informed as 
to what is, has, and is about to be, done. 
With so many contestants for the job of 
United States Senator and with none of 


2 HE Maplewood (New Jersey) Rec- 


The Woman's Party ESPITE criti- 
and Birth Control cism by other 

women’s  associa- 
From the Newark tions, the National 
Woman’s Party 


Newark, N. Jd., 


will not make birth 
October 8, 1927. 


control one of its 
specific objectives, 


says Miss Leila of Ridgefield Park, 


chairman of the New Jersey Branch. Miss 
Enders replies to accusations that her 
group is not “a Feminist party in the real 
sense because it does not make birth con- 
trol its essential, fundamental demand.” 

“The Declaration of principles of the 
National Woman’s Party includes Equal 
Rights in the marriage relation,” Miss 
Enders said, referring to a recent edi- 
torial in the party weekly, Equau RicHTs. 
“This connotes the right of the wife equal- 
ly with the husband to determine the num- 
ber of children they shall have.” 


Quoting from the Feminist editorial, | 


Miss Enders went on to say that among 
industrial women many are simultaneous- 
ly mothers and wage earners. The psy- 
chological subjection of women is more 
potent to prevent their limiting their fami- 
lies in accordance with their means, 
wishes and conveniences than are any 
laws on the statute books, she contends. 


“The strength of our party has always — 


been in its concentration on a definite 
purpose on which women of all shades of 
political, religious, and social opinion can 
agree,’ Miss Enders added. “Women 
have never had an equal participation in 
lawmaking, an equal right with men to 
determine what shall be the law respect- 
ing birth control. The National Woman’s 
Party is seeking for women equal share 
with men in the making of all the laws 
of the country.” 


the aspirants particularly marvelous, 
why not get an entirely new person? 


Why not take a woman, for instance? Are 


New Jersey women not the equal of any 


women in the land and have there not’ 


been women Senators and Governors? 


not ask Mrs. Lewis Thompson or 


Elizabeth A. Harris or some other woman 
of that type to make the race and why 


- not elect the woman? What, for instance, 
is the matter with our townswoman, 


Agnes Jones? She would make an ex- 
cellent Senator, or Governor, or what will 
you. She has the temperament, cannot 


Press Comment 


New Jersey women have expressed con- 


siderable interest in birth control legisla- 


tion during the past few years. The fed- 
erated clubs have had the topic here and 
there on their programs, as have the Wom- 
en Voter leagues. In the latter group a 


number of leaders are ardent friends of | 
the movement, and some of the locals are 
for it. The New Jersey Women’s Repub- — 
lican Club went on record at its spring 
convention. at Asbury Park favoring . 


changed State and N ational laws per- 
mitting birth control, as follows: 

“Resolved, That the New Jersey Wom- 
en’s Republican Club favors the amend- 
ment of State and Federal laws to permit 
the giving of contraceptive advice to mar- 
ried people by physicians, where health 
conditions or poverty make such advice 
necessary and desirable.” — 

During the absence abroad of Mrs. Lil- 
lian F, Feickert, the club president, Mrs. 
Penelope Huse, one of the vice-presidents, 
and Union County State committee- 
woman, is acting as president. She is a 
strong advocate of birth control and has 
spent much time as a field worker for the 


American Birth Control League, of which. 


Mrs. Margaret Sanger is leader. 


HE Equal 

Rights ery will 
ring again in Capi- 
tol corridors when 
Congress recon- 
venes. 

An intensive cam- 
paign to secure the passage of the Equal 
Rights Amendment to the Constitution 
will begin immediately, Jane Norman 
Smith of New York, chairman of the Na- 
tional Council of the National Woman’s 
Party, announced yesterday. 


Equal Rights Drive 


From the 
Washington Herald 
Washington, D. C., 
October 15, 1927. 


Jersey rings’ broken. 


Hand Woven Articles 


be is fair-minded, well balanced, 
not indebted to anyone for anything, hag 
time, plenty of money and a flair for poli- 
tics. We can just see the face which the 


‘man politician’ will make if he chanceg 


to read this, but after all, remember that 
the ‘man politician’ is not omnipotent and 
that there are many ‘men and women 
citizens’ who also have votes and many 
who would like to see some of the ‘New 
It could be done 
with a woman candidate, who could be 
elected if the ‘citizens’ would show the 
proper interest.” 


The amendment, which provides that 
“men and women shall have Equal Rights 
throughout the United States and every 
place subject to its jurisdiction,” was 
sponsored in the last Congress by Senator 
Curtis of Kansas. 


Because of special restrictive labor laws 


for women, Mrs. Smith said self-support- 


ing ‘women are rallying to the amendment 
as the only way to prevent further dis- 
crimination. She added: 

“For educational purposes, and to point 
out how State legislatures may bring their 
laws into harmony with an Equal Rights 
Amendment, the Woman’s Party will con- 
tinue its State campaigns for the passage 
of separate Equal Rights bills amending 
specific laws discriminating against wom- 
en with full knowledge that there is noth- 
ing permanent nor secure in State legisla- 
tion, since what one legislature passes, a 
legislature may repeal.” 
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